
 

 

I have assessed whether there are any wetlands that meet the definitions of natural wetlands 

under the National Policy Statement Freshwater Management and the Freshwater National 

Environmental Standards (2020) at 20 Omaha Block Access Road, Leigh. 

I visited the site in April 2020 to assess the status of an overland flow path and any other 

freshwater features on the site (Bellingham 2020, Assessment of Overland Flowpath, 20 Omaha 

Block Access Road, Leigh). The Panetiki site is in a short, moderately steep catchment, with an 

overland flowpath that does not meet the AUP definition of a stream within the proximity of 

the development footprint proposed and wastewater and stormwater disposal fields. 

 

There are no parts of the site where freshwater is retained to the extent that a freshwater 

natural wetland has developed. This would be evident from the presence of freshwater 

vegetation following the wetland delineation protocols in the Government’s Essential 

Freshwater Interpretation Guidance (2021). 

My assessment of the site is that there are no natural wetlands under the National Policy 

Statement Freshwater Management and the Freshwater National Environmental Standards 

(2020), as identified by the Government’s wetland delineation protocols on the Panetiki site at 

20 Omaha Block Access Road, Leigh. 

 

Dr Mark Bellingham 

Principal Ecologist 

PhD, CEnvP (Ecology Specialist), FEIANZ, MNZPI 

t. 021 383095  

https://www.ecologynz.nz/ 
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APPENDIX A 

Report Limitations 

This Report/Document has been provided by Ecology New Zealand Limited (ENZL) subject to the 

following limitations: 

i) This Report/Document has been prepared for the particular purpose outlined in ENZL’s proposal and 

no responsibility is accepted for the use of this Report/Document, in whole or in part, in other 

contexts or for any other purpose.  

ii) The scope and the period of ENZL’s services are as described in ENZL’s proposal and are subject to 

restrictions and limitations. ENZL did not perform a complete assessment of all possible conditions or 

circumstances that may exist at the site referenced in the Report/Document. If a service is not 

expressly indicated, do not assume it has been provided. If a matter is not addressed, do not assume 

that any determination has been made by ENZL in regards to it. 

iii) Conditions may exist which were undetectable given the limited nature of the enquiry ENZL was 

retained to undertake with respect to the site. Variations in conditions may occur between 

investigatory locations, and there may be special conditions pertaining to the site which have not 

been revealed by the investigation and which have not therefore been taken into account in the 

Report/Document. Accordingly, if information in addition to that contained in this report is sought, 

additional studies and actions may be required.  

iv) The passage of time affects the information and assessment provided in this Report/Document. 

ENZL’s opinions are based upon information that existed at the time of the production of the 

Report/Document. The Services provided allowed ENZL to form no more than an opinion of the 

actual conditions of the site at the time the site was visited and cannot be used to assess the effect 

of any subsequent changes in the quality of the site, or its surroundings, or any laws or regulations.  

v) Any assessments, designs and advice made in this Report/Document are based on the conditions 

indicated from published sources and the investigation described. No warranty is included, either 

express or implied, that the actual conditions will conform exactly to the assessments contained in 

this Report/Document. 

vi) Where data supplied by the client or other external sources, including previous site investigation 

data, have been used, it has been assumed that the information is correct unless otherwise stated. 

No responsibility is accepted by ENZL for incomplete or inaccurate data supplied by others. 

vii) The Client acknowledges that ENZL may have retained sub-consultants affiliated with ENZL to 

provide Services for the benefit of ENZL. ENZL will be fully responsible to the Client for the Services 

and work done by all of its sub-consultants and subcontractors. The Client agrees that it will only 

assert claims against and seek to recover losses, damages or other liabilities from ENZL and not 

ENZL’s affiliated companies. To the maximum extent allowed by law, the Client acknowledges and 

agrees it will not have any legal recourse, and waives any expense, loss, claim, demand, or cause 

of action, against ENZL’s affiliated companies, and their employees, officers and directors. 

viii) This Report/Document is provided for sole use by the Client and is confidential to it. No responsibility 

whatsoever for the contents of this Report/Document will be accepted to any person other than 

the Client. Any use which a third party makes of this Report/Document, or any reliance on or 

decisions to be made based on it, is the responsibility of such third parties. ENZL accepts no 

responsibility for damages, if any, suffered by any third party as a result of decisions made or actions 

based on this Report/Document. 

ix) Where lengths or other measurements have not been provided by a surveyor, ENZL has used basic 

GIS mapping and measurement systems to estimate these numbers. These should not be taken as 

surveyor-level accuracy for the purposes of decision making. 

 


